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Joe Kraus

ack some time ago in the 1960s,
ﬂ long before $2.00 a gallon of gas
would ever be thought of, the
major car manufacturers were introduc-
ing compact cars. This was mainly to
compete with the entry of so many for-
eign cars being marketed in the USA. I,
while in high school, worked for the local
corner drug store. They were still lost in
the 1950s. They had a large soda foun-
tain. They served food as well as hand-
dipped ice cream. If I was not at the
fountain [ was delivering drugs to homes
in northeast Philadelphia with their
delivery car, a 1964 Corvair 500. This is
where [ got hooked on the Corvair. I
bought a 1965 500 as my first car and
later purchased that 1964 delivery car.
One thing back then really caught my
eye was dune buggies. The one thing I
noticed was that they always were
Volkswagen (yuck). They were just too
small and not comfortable at all to drive
for a six foot tall guy with size 12 wide
shoes. I know that there were Corvair
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conversions but I never saw one in
Pennsylvania or New Jersey.

A few years ago my interest was kin-
dled. Larry Asheuer of the Philadelphia
Corvair Association purchased a dune
buggy with a Corvair motor. I was without
a convertible for a couple years, so I still
had that itch too. So the hunt was on. I

wanted something different. And some-
thing I would not have to put a lot of
money into. I drove as far south as Virginia
looking at orphan cars, Corvairs, and kit
cars. [ was browsing cars on eBay daily. On
one early Saturday morning, I found this
all-Corvair yellow buggy on eBay. The
body style was one I never saw before and
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looked more like a wedge, sleeker lines
than the other buggies or sand rails that |
have seen. It was titled in Pennsylvania.
The inspection was expired, but it was

Top: rare gull-wing hardtop.
Molly Keller and Veronika
Kraus dressed for topless motoring.

“Pennsylvania street legal.” It appeared
wider inside and was using Corvair front
suspension, steering, gas, brake, clutch,
and drivetrain all Corvair,

On this day I was planning to buy
another car in Maryland that I already
looked at (oops, a non-Corvair). Also a
few friends were coming over to scrap
out my 1968 Corvair coupe. While we
waited for one of the fellows who was
late, the auction was ending. My guess
was it was not to be. I took a risk and did
the “buy it now” thing on the yellow
buggy. Not really the brightest thing to
do. But I have lots of Corvair parts plus a
good 140 motor and a 110 motor.

When I drove out to pick it up and
trailer it back, I was shocked, the car was
really well preserved (the eBay pics did
not lie). The gel coat was very bright, like
new. The mileage was only a little over
1,000 and titled in 1989 in Pennsylvania
as 1965 special construction. When
issued a special construction title, the
car starts out with a zero odometer. The
body looked like new, the motor was a
rebuilt 110 with headers, all joints,
shocks, and gaskets looked new.

Well, it had some problems. One dead
tractor battery, it was not getting the
right gas mixture, plus the starter was
kicking out and turning much too slow.
Once I got it back home I replaced the
battery. I found out it had a starter
marked from a junkyard that was really
junk. I replaced it with one of my shelf
stock. It had an electric fuel pump with
four filters and one strainer. | emptied all
the gas from the Corvair gas tank,
installed one strainer before the pump
and one filter before the diaphragm.
Changed the oil and filter (oil level over-
filled and thinned by gasoline, possibly
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caused by carburetor flooding). I
adjusted both carbs to a spot I
thought would work in starting,
and on the first try it worked.
Varoom! Started right up. I bal-
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anced the carbs and it was a good ‘U——‘—;ﬁm
strong running motor: tight, no momw

pings, smooth running.

Next to check was the brake sys-
tem, from the dual master cylinder
to the lines, hoses, wheel cylinders,
and brake shoes were all new, the
drums were smooth and also
looked new. The front tires were
like brand new metric tires but
totally dry-rotted. I replaced them,
but not the rears because they were
used but not dry-rotted. Everything
else on the car worked. I took it to
my friend’s service station and got
it Pennsylvania inspected. The car
is now on the road. Slowly [ took it
to local events and twice to the
New Jersey shore on a day trip.

shaped nose, curved windshield,
gull-wing hardtop option.

1968-72 Deserter GS and GS/GT,
both with 85" wheelbase, mid-
engine, using Autodynamics-built
tubular space frame designed for
Corvair engines, Volkswagen, or
Porsche 912/911 engines. The same
frame could be used in both body
styles.

As for the future of the Deserter
GT: recently the original molds were
sold and are now are on the west
coast, for intention of reproducing.
No updated information as of when.
Bob Elliot, a strong Deserter enthu-
siast, is working on a mold on the
east coast and he has the side tanks
already available now.

Now, my Deserter GT is on a
non-VW frame. | have been told it is
a frame that was offered by ].C.
Whitney. | was also told it was a
Sears. So to me it is still unknown. 1

Before long my seven year old
daughter was my sidekick.

After getting it home I researched
using the web for the name tag that was in
the car: “Deserter” Yahoo has two
Deserter sites: WWW.GEOCITIES.COM/
DESERTEROWNERSGROUP and AUTOS.GROUPS.
YAHOO.COM/GROUP/DESERTEROWNERSGROUP.
Also on eBay under Deserter one day
popped up the August 1969 Car and
Driver magazine, it was a dune buggy
issue and it also had the essay “Who
Killed the Corvair?” I knew I had one or
two of these in my Corvair-related maga-
zines and, lo and behold, Deserter GS with
a mid-engine stock Corvair motor could
go 0-60 in 4.7 seconds. There was also a
Crown ad for converting a VW buggy to
Corvair motor, boldly stated 123 MpH in 11
seconds. Farr out!

The Deserters mainly came about by
the efforts of Alex Dearborn, of
Marblehead, Massachusetts, and the
support of many talented people includ-
ing the staff of Autodynamics, Reeves
Callaway of Callaway Corvettes. Alex
wanted to sell a car like the Meyers Manx
on the east coast. The idea was to come
up with a better Manx, a clone with a
longer wheelbase (84") for better road
manners, and built with the needed
engine coverage. The Manx was not legal
in Massachusetts due to insufficient
engine coverage. The GTs were more like
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a sports car, with lessons learned from
running the early Deserters in SCCA
road races, quarter mile ovals, ice races,
and Pikes Peak.

There were four models of Deserters:

1967-69 Deserter series 1, 84" wheel-
base fiberglass-bodied rear engine kit
using VW chassis.

1969-72 Deserter GT, 84" wheelbase
restyled car with side pods, wedge-

DESERTER G.S.

MID-ENGINED AUTOCROSS CAR

w The hottest sports

A racing car ever of-
fered in street logal
configuration.

Here's a mid-en-

KIT INCLUDES:

Fiberglass - reinforced
tubular chassis for Cor-
vair, Volkswagen,
Pousche power. Com-
plete body, windshield,
lights, molor mounts, =
Koni shocks, rear sus- .:
pension, elc.... bt tubuler
duw for midship-mounted Corvair
$1495.00 engines. volkmpmn a12/11
engines may be used.
AVAILABLE IN KIT OR COMPLETE FORM FROM
AUTHORIZED DESERTER DEALERS OR:

DAC

DEARBORN AUTOMOBILE COMPANY, INC.
TWO BARNARD STREET, DEPT. CD
MARBLEHEAD, MASSACHUSETTS 01945

did acquire a virgin gull-wing door
hardtop roof. But it was not practical for
the application of changing out like a
hardtop for a Mercedes or early T-Birds.
When [ listed it on eBay, it was sold in
less than ten hours.

My future plan is to change out the
electric fuel pump system to the Corvair
fuel pump. I like hard tubing, not rubber
hoses and a fuel pump rubber diaphragm
that is located over the exhaust header.
I'd like to maybe race it one day, once |
get an enclosed trailer to haul it long dis-
tances. I've heard, from a member of
Bayshore Corvair Association in New
Jersey, that there are two GS/GTs in New
Jersey. He also had seen a Deserter at
Lime Rock years ago. I think it would be
interesting if we could get people with
Corvair-powered oddities in CORSA.

(Rent or buy the original movie The
Thomas Crown Affair from 1968, starring
the late great Steve McQueen, the dune
buggies used in that movie are not
Deserters but are 140 Hp Corvairs. The
location of the action shots with these
Vair powered buggies was Cranes Beach,
Massachusetts, bordering the town of
Marblehead where Autodynamics was
based. It has been said that Steve
McQueen, who also drove the action
shots, added the buggies to his collec-
tion. Several clones popped up for years
after this movie was made.) ®
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